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pillars)1 until twilight, then retreated to the drawing
room, where we sat in a little group close together and
took our coffee while we talked. Some of Mr. M.fs
anecdotes were very droll, and we often laughed very
heartily. I wish my letter was large enough to contain
a few of them, which I am sure would make you laugh
too. He retains all the sportiveness of his character,
which he used to reveal now and then to those whom
he knew intimately, and Mrs. M. says he is as fond
of a frolic and of romping with the girls as ever. His
little blue eyes sparkled like stars from under his bushy
grey eye-brows and amidst the deep wrinkles of his poor
thin face. Nor have they lost their look of mischief,
that used to lurk in their corners, and which vanished and
gave place to an expression ever solemn, when the con-
versation took a serious turn.

In the course of the evening, at my request Mrs. M.
took me to see old Mrs. Madison.2 She lacks but 3
years of being a hundred years old. When I enquired
of her how she was, "I have been a blest woman/' she
replied, "blest all my life, and blest in this my old age.
I have no sickness, no pain; excepting my hearing, rny
senses are but little impaired. I pass my time in reading
and knitting." Something being said of the infirmities
of old age. "You/5 said she, looking at Mrs. M., "you
are my mother now, and take care of me in my old age."
I felt much affected by the sight of this venerable woman.
Her face is not as much wrinkled as her son's who is only
77 years old. Mr. and Mrs. Madison urged our passing

*The original house at Montrjelier was built between 1756 and 1760 by
Madison/s father and was a plain, rectangular brick edifice of four rooms.
It was enlarged at different times and various improvements made, the most
important being in 1809 by Dr. Thornton. Latrobe also lent assistance
in adding the wings. The house was one of flawless taste architecturally
.when Mrs. Smith paid her visit.

2 She lived in a wing of the Montpelier house where she had a separate
establishment from her son. She died in 1829, aged 99 years. al-
